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Deer Resistant Plants 
While many of the following plants are “Deer Resistant,” that does not mean the deer will never eat them. In 
different locations some plants will be susceptible, especially during times of drought and if the plants are 
irrigated. This is a list of commonly used landscape plants. There are many more unusual shrubs and perennials 
less appealing to deer and you may find them listed on the many books and websites devoted to Gardening. 
 
During times of drought deer will be much less discriminating.  If you garden is irrigated – producing and 
abundance of succulent tips – the deer may be encouraged to graze on the new growth. 
 
Plants marked (*) with an asterisk should be considered deer resistant only when they reach maturity.  Until 
they do, they need to be protected.  It should also be understood that many larger, more mature trees and 
shrubs – while not necessarily subject to chewing and grazing – are often subject to rutting.  
 
Trees and Shrubs 

• Abelia x grandiflora. – Evergreen to semi-evergreen Shrub, to 8ft. tall x 5ft, wide. Sun to Part-Shade 
and Regular water. 

• Abies (Fir)- Coniferous Trees – Evergreen. Many species which vary in size and shape from large to 
dwarf. Generally require full sun to light shade and Moderate water once established. 

• *Acer palmatum (Japanese Maple)- Deciduous Tree or Shrub. Slow growing to 20ft. tall, equally as 
wide. Multiple sterns are common. Delicate leaves come in range of colours, Prefers filtered light and 
Moisture retentive soil, but well draining. 

• *Arbutus unedo (Strawberry Tree) – Evergreen Tree. Slow to moderate growth, 10- 1 5ft. high and 
wide in gardens. Full sun and Good drainage. 

• Azalea – Evergreen shrubs- Many hybrids and cultivars available. Generally grow as wide as tall, some 
varieties can reach 5ft. Most prefer Filtered sunlight; acid soil and good drainage. 

• Bamboos- Giant Grasses- includes both Clumping types and Running types- many varieties available 
which tolerate a range of conditions from Sun to Part Shade. Size varies from Large to Dwarf 

• Berberis-Shrubs which can be Evergreen, Semi-Evergreen or Deciduous. Most are very Hardy and 
tolerate a range of soil conditions. Require Sun to Light Shade. 

• Buxus (Boxwood)- Evergreen Shrubs commonly used for Hedging, Will tolerate a range of conditions 
from. Full Sun to Shade. Prefer regular water. Height and Width vary according to species and cultivar 
but generally grow from 3-6 ft. tall and wide.  

• Callistemon citrinus (Bottlebrush)- Evergreen Shrub or small Tree- Vigorous grower can reach 10-15ft 
tall and wide. Can be pruned to tree form. Needs Full sun and Regular water. Colorful 'bottlebrush' are 
attractive to Hummingbirds. Frost Hardy to 20 F.to –7 C. 

• Calluna vulgaris (Summer Blooming Heather)-Evergreen Shrub, numerous cultivars that range in height 
from a few inches to 3ft. Most require Full Sun, good Drainage and consistent Water. 

• Camellia- All species are Evergreen Shrubs or small Trees, Range of Height and Spread depending on 
type, but most sold in Nurseries will be in the 6 to 8ft range by as wide. Prefer Part Shade with 
protection from wind, and acidic soil with good Drainage.  

• *Ceanothus (California Lilac)- Evergreen and Deciduous Shrubs which can vary from prostrate to tree-
like. Generally all Ceanothus prefer Full Sun and little to no Water once established. 

• *Cedars (Cedars)- Evergreen Conifer Trees. There are 4 species and all can reach 60ft. or better. Need 
Full Sun and Well-drained Soil. Regular Water. 

• Chamaecyparis (False Cypress)- Evergreen Shrubs and Trees. 8 species from which are derived many 
garden cultivars. These conifers can feature fastigiated, columnar or dwarf size and needle-like or 
coloured foliage. Most prefer Full Sun to Part Shade and Regular water. 

• Choisya ternata ( Mexican Mock Orange)- Evergreen Shrub, fast growing and reaches 6 to 8ft. tall and 
wide. Good for hedging but does require light trimming to keep foliage dense. Best in Sun or Part Shade 
and acid soil. Likes Good drainage and moderate water once established. 

• Cistus ( Rockrose)- Evergreen Shrubs from the Mediterranean. Most verities are in the 3 to 5ft. range, 
although a few can reach up to 6R. Must have Full Sun and Excellent drainage. Very drought tolerant 
once established. 

• Corpus sericea/stolonifera (Red or Yellow Twig Dogwood)- Deciduous Shrub which can grow 7 to 9ft. tall 
and wide. Grows well in moist, acidic soil and Full Sun to Part Shade. *Cotinus coggryia (Smokebush) – 
Deciduous Shrub 



Cryptomeria Halimium 
Daphne Hebe (Thread leaved Types)  
*Elaeagnus Helianthemurn (Sunrose) 
Erica (Winter Blooming Heather) Ilex (Holly) 
*Escallonia Jasminum 
*Forsythia Juniperus (Junipers) 
Fuchsia (Hardy) Kalmia (Mountain Laurel) 
Garryia elliptica *Kerria japonica 
Gaultheria. shallon (Salal) Kolkwitzia amabilis(Beautybush) 
Genista (Broom) Laburnum (Golden Chain Tree) 
Grevillea Lavandula (Lavender) 
X Halimnocistus Ligustrum (Privet) 
 
*Liriodendron tulipifera (Tulip Tree) Pernettya mucronata 
*Lonicera nitida (Box Honeysuckle) * Philadelphus (Mock Orange) 
*Magnolia deciduous Phormium. tenax (New Zealand Flax) 
Magnolia grandiflora (Evergreen Magnolia) * PhotiWa x fraseri 
Mahonia aquifolium (Oregon Grape) Picea (Spruce) 
Mahonia x media Pieris japonica (Lily of the Valley Shrub) 
*Males (Crabapple) Pinus (Pine) 
Melianthus major Potentilla fruticosa (Cinquefoil) 
Myrtus (Myrtle) Prostanthera. c'uneata (Australian Mint Bush) 
*Nandina (Sacred/Heavenly Bamboo)  Prunus (Laurels) 
Oleria (DaisyBush) *Quercus (Oak) 
Osmanthus *Rhododendrons 
*Parrotia persica. (Persian Ironwood)  Rhus typhina (Staghorn Sumac) 
*Paulownia tomtentosa (Empress Tree) Ribes sanguineurn (Flowering Currant)  
  
Rosmarinus (Rosemary) Teucrium. ftuecans (Germander) 
*Rosa rugosa (Japanese/Hedging Rose)  *Thuja (Western Red/ Hedging Cedars) 
Salvia (Sage) Thymus (Thyme) 
Santolina Tsuga Canadensis (Canadian Hemlock) 
*Sareaccoca (Sweet Box) Vaccinium ovatum (Evergreen Blueberry)  
Senecio greyii 
Skimmia japonica 

Viburnum, Evergreen Types 
*Weigela florida. 

Sorbus (Mountain Ash) Yucca 
Spires  
*Syringa vulgaris (Lilac)  
*Taxes (Yew)  

Perennials 
Achilles millefolium (Yarrow)  *Grasses 
Acanthus (Bear's Breeches) *Hellebores (Hellebore) 
*Aconitum (Monkshood) Iris 
*Agapanthus (Lily of the Nile) *Incarvillea delavayi (Hardy Gloxinia)  
*Alchemilla (Lady's Mantle) Kniphofia. (Red Hot Poker) 
Aquilegia (Columbine) Liatris spicata. (Gayfeather) 
Arabis (Rockcress) Lithodora diffusa 
Armenia maritima (Thrift) Lupiaus (Lupine) 
Artemisia Monarch (Beebalm) 
Arum italicum Origanum (Oregano) 
Aubretia deltoidea Polygonatum species (Solomon's Seal) 
Calendula officianalis Paeonia (Peony) 
Chrysanthemum Papaver (poppies) 
Convallaria majalis (Lily-of-the-Valley) Primula species (Primrose) 
Coreopsis (Tick Seed) Pulmonaria species (Lungwort) 
Crocosmia Pulsitilla, species (Pasque Flower) 
Dianthus deltoids (Pinks) Rudbeckia hints 
Dicentra spectabilis (Bleeding Heart) Schizostylis coccinea. 
Digitalis (Foxglove) Sisyrinchium 
Echinacea officianalis/purpurea Tradescantia virginiana. (Spiderwort)  



Erysimum (Wallflower) Trillium species 
Eupatorium rugosum Verbascum hybrids (Mullien) 
Euphorbia Veronica hybrids (Speedwell) 
Euryops Zantedeschia. (Calla Lily) 
Ferns (most kinds)  

 
Ground covers & Vines 

Ajuga x reptans (Carpet Bugle)  Thymus psuedolanginosus (Wooly Thyme) 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (Kinnickinik) Vinca. minor & Major (Periwinkle) 
Comas Canadensis *Clematis (All Types) 
Cotoneaster salicifolius repens Jasminum officinale 
Cotula squalita (Leptinella) Jasminum polyanthemum 
Galium odoratum (Sweet Woodruff) Parthenosisus quinquefolia 
Pachysandra temanalis (Japanese Spurge)  Trachelospermurn jasminoides  
Sedum spathulifolium Wisteria sinensis 
Sedum tectorum (Hen's & Chicks)   

 


